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INTINTRODUCTIONODUCTION

CurrentCurrent researesearchch inin naturenature educationeducation emphasizesphasizes a a 
multidisciplinamultidisciplinary appapproachoach to studentstudent learning.learning.    This This 
projectoject prorovidedvided oppoopportunitiestunities foror HumberHumber studentsstudents from om 
thethe EarlyEarly ChildhoodChildhood Education,Education, HoHorticultureticulture and and 
LandscapeLandscape Design,Design, andand OccupationalOccupational TherapistTherapist Assistant Assistant 
andand Physiysiotherapisttherapist AssistantAssistant programsograms withwith the the 
oppoopportunitytunity to engageengage inin a hands-on,hands-on, experientialxperiential nature nature 
educationeducation workshopkshop seriesseries atat thethe CentreCentre foror Urban rban 
Ecology and Humber ArborEcology and Humber Arboretum. tum. 

TheThe coucoursese wasas evaluaaluateded usingusing qualitatiualitative and and 
quantitatiuantitative measuresmeasures to assessassess students’students’ peperceptionsceptions of of 
learninglearning inin thethe naturalnatural envivironmentonment andand theirtheir knknowledge wledge 
and attitudes and attitudes towards inds interprofessional learning. essional learning. 

METHODSMETHODS

StudentsStudents wereere recruirecruiteded fromom 3 programsograms to paparticipaticipate in in 
a 5 a 5 workshop series held at the CUE & Arborkshop series held at the CUE & Arboretum. tum. 

A A total of 38 al of 38 students signed up:  tudents signed up:  

15 Early Childhood Education5 Early Childhood Education

11 1 OTA & PA & PTA

12 Ho12 Horticulture ticulture Technician Preechnician Pre-ApprenticeshipApprenticeship

TheThe InInterprofessionalessional EducationEducation SuSurvey Toolool was as 
adminisadministeredered atat workshopkshop 1 andand againagain atat workshopkshop 5. 5. 
StudentsStudents wereere placedplaced inin ininterprofessionalessional groupsoups and and 
assignedassigned phphotograpography taskstasks    atat bothth workshopskshops 1 andand 4 4 
whichwhich wereere usedused inin thethe finalinal workshopkshop to creacreate learning learning 
posposters.s. Workshopskshops focusedocused onon thethe variousarious peperspectispectives es 
ofof eacheach professionession onon issuesissues ofof thethe disconnectdisconnect between een 
children,children, youthouth andand nature.nature. EachEach facultyaculty modeled modeled 
collaborationcollaboration andand concontentent researesearchch onon thethe issuesissues and and 
externalernal communitycommunity expexpertsts paparticipaticipateded inin a panel panel 
discussion.discussion.  A groupoup triptrip to CanadaCanada BloomsBlooms engaged engaged 
studentsstudents inin practicalpractical applicationsapplications ofof actiactive engagementengagement of of 
stastakeholdeeholders.   s.   

RESURESULTS

StudentStudent atattendanceendance wasas high,high, anan averageerage ofof 90% 90% 
demonstratingdemonstrating highhigh motitivationation to paparticipaticipate.e.  All All 
studentsstudents cocomplpleteded oneone ofof thethe susurveys,ys, andand 20 20 
cocomplpleteded bothth asas direcdirected.ed. SigniSignificanticant resultsresults were ere 
seenseen inin studentstudent attitudesattitudes to ininterprofessional essional 
education.education. PrePreferenceerence to learnlearn withwith studentsstudents from om 
didifferenterent professionsessions farar exceededceeded learninglearning withwith peepeers. s. 
A highhigh pepercentagecentage ofof studentsstudents agreedagreed thatthat anan IPEIPE model model 
betterer preparesprepares themthem foror work inin theirtheir ownwn profession.ession.  
GreaGreaterer conconfidenceidence inin students’students’ abilityability to work with with 
othethers inin didifferenterent professionsessions improroveded signisignificantly icantly 
from om workshop 1-5. kshop 1-5. 

StudentsStudents wereere fullyfully engagedengaged inin theirtheir IPEIPE groupsoups during during 
workshopkshop 5.5.  DuringDuring posposterer presentationspresentations students students 
workeded togogetherther inin collaboraticollaborative groups.oups. Student Student 
testimonialsestimonials reinreinforcedced bothth increasedincreased appreciationappreciation for or 
naturenature educationeducation asas wellell asas enjenjoymentyment ofof working king 
togogethether. . 

CONCCONCLUSIONSUSIONS

InInterprofessionalessional EducationEducation generagenerateded positipositive outcomes outcomes 
inin thisthis collaboraticollaborative teachingeaching andand learninglearning modelmodel for or 
nature education.nature education.

StudentsStudents andand facultyaculty outcomesoutcomes creacreateded new oppoopportunities tunities 
foror learning,learning, undeunderstandingstanding andand skillskill development.elopment.  To o 
authenticallyauthentically representrepresent anan issueissue to students,students, itit isis vitalvital to o 
useuse asas closeclose a modelmodel asas possiblepossible inin anan envivironmentonment that that 
supposupportsts thethe learninglearning outcomes.outcomes. ThereThereforeore thisthis leadsleads to o 
questionsuestions ofof how we presentpresent learninglearning to studentsstudents in in 
ininterprofessionalessional waysys whenwhen appropriate.appropriate.    InIn orderder to o 
modelmodel collaborationcollaboration inin industindustry andand thethe communitcommunity, , 
boundariesboundaries needneed to bebe flflexiblexible outsideoutside ofof dedicadedicated ed 
programsograms andand schools.schools.  WhenWhen facultyaculty work acacross oss 
professions,essions, thethe oppoopportunitytunity foror creativitycreativity andand learninglearning is is 
invaluable.  aluable.  
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